

















VIRGINIA:

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR FAIRFAX COUNTY

In re:
Multi-Circuit Episcopal Church Civil Case Numbers:
Litigation CL 2007-248724,

CL 2006-15792,
CL 2006-15793,
CL 2007-556,
CL 2007-1235,
CL 2007-1236,
CL 2007-1237,
CL 2007-1238,
CL 2007-1625,
CL 2007-5249,
CL 2007-5250,
CL 2007-5362,
CL 2007-5363,
CL 2007-5364,
CL 2007-5682,
CL 2007-5683,
CL 2007-5684,
CL 2007-5685,
CL 2007-5686,
CL 2007-5902,
CL 2007-5903, and
CL 2007-11514
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ORDER

For the reasons stated in the Letter Opinion issued today, hereby
incorporated by reference, the Court finds that the Plaintiff Congregations in
the above-entitled matters have properly invoked Va. Code § 57-9(A). The
Court further ORDERS and schedules the following:

The Court hereby schedules oral argument for 10am on Wednesday, May
28, 2008, on the following three issues:

1.) Whether 57-9(A), as interpreted by this Court, violates the Free
Exercise Clause of the First Amendment to the United States
Constitution;

2.) Whether 57-9(A), as interpreted by this Court, violates the
Establishment Clause of the First Amendment to the United States
Constitution.



3.) Whether 57-9(A), as interpreted by this Court, violates the religious
freedom provisions of the Virginia Constitution. '

On May 28t 2008, the Court will hear from the Diocese, ECUSA, the
CANA Congregations, and the Office of the Attorney General of the
Commonwealth of Virginia (amicus).

In addition, if either party believes that today’s letter opinion raises
constitutional issues in addition to those that have already been briefed, that
party must submit the appropriate supplemental brief by noon on Wednesday,
April 23rd, 2008. The opposing party may then submit its opposition brief by
noon on Friday, May 2nd, 2008. The Court will then determine whether to
hear argument on additional issues at the May 28t hearing.

If either party wishes to submit a supplemental brief on either the
Establishment Clause, Free Exercise Clause, or related Virginia constitutional
issues in light of today’s letter opinion, it should do so pursuant to the same
schedule outlined above, with the supplemental brief due by noon on
Wednesday, April 23rd and opposition brief due by noon on Friday, May 2nd.

The Court will note that this order does not schedule briefing or
argument on the constitutional Contracts Clause issue because it has been
asserted that the Contracts Clause issue will require an evidentiary hearing
and because it has been asserted that this evidentiary hearing will involve
factual matters similar or identical to those factual matters at issue in the
Declaratory Judgment actions and therefore, should be heard with the
Declaratory Judgment actions in October, 2008. If either party wishes to
address this issue, it may do so in the April 2314 and May 204 filings.

Finally, the Court will determine the schedule for taking evidence and
argument on the validity of the vote taken pursuant to 57-9(A) at a later date.

THIS IS NOT A FINAL ORDER.

SO ENTERED, THIS 3_ DAY of APRIL, 2008. /%W

URANDY I. BELLOWS
CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE



